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Mayor Williams reveals $2 million budget decrease

MEGAN OSBORNE | THE PARTHENON

Huntington Mayor Steve Williams speaks to journalism students Wednesday in Smith Hall.
By MEGAN OSBORNE

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
Huntington Mayor Steve Williams said Wednesday the city is
working with a $2 million decrease in the city budget for next year,
causing across-the-board departmental budget cuts.
“We’re going to be down $2 million off of what we have and
we’re counting the user fee that has been placed in there,” Williams said. “In essence what we’re seeing is mirroring a lot of what
we’re seeing at the state level, and it’s trickled its way over to us.
What is my biggest worry is on the other side is that we have some

expenses that are just going through the roof.”
The user fee increase from $3 to $5 went into effect October 1,
2015 to generate $3 million in revenue toward capital projects.
Williams said while working with less money, the city is dealing
with skyrocketing costs.
“The problem is we also have insurance costs that are literally
exploding, and as a result that’s going to have an adverse effect
on departmental activities because I have to balance a budget,”
Williams said. “If I’m asking department head to maintain their
budget and keep within their lines but then my insurance line is

going out, I don’t have extra money sitting around so guess what
everybody has to pay for that. And we’re looking at every angle to
try to determine just how we might be able to control our insurance costs.”
Williams said his plans to balance the budget do not include
raising taxes to offset the decrease. Instead, departments will have
to work within their means.
“What you don’t want to do, and we will not do under this administration, is say while we’re down by $2 million we’ve got to
raise fees to offset that. No way,” Williams said. “Every one of my
department heads is managing their budget. They’re given a certain amount that they have to live within, and they’re managing
within that.”
In addition to each department working with what it has, Williams said the city is looking into ways to cut costs to offset the
decrease.
“We’re looking at rebidding some of our insurance costs to see
if there are some things we can put in place to help us control our
costs,” Williams said. “But when it gets right down to it, there’s nobody that I can hold accountable. People get sick. People get hurt.
We have problems with property. And it’s running amok.”
Layoffs, Williams said, are not being explored as an opportunity
for cutting back and will only be considered as last resort.
“Each of the departments have already been forced to trim
back,” Williams said. “And in that trimming back I think we have
the responsibility to do everything we can to save jobs.”
Williams said every department is being hit equally hard by the
decrease. To facilitate understanding between departments, all
department heads sat in on each other’s budget hearings to show
where cuts are being made. Police, fire and public works are seeing cuts mostly to overtime.
“We have to put together a balanced budget to project what
we’re going to do,” and try to keep us on track, but I also know
that we have these strains just to know that we’re balancing this
year. This is the toughest that it’s been in the seven years since I’ve
returned to municipal government.
Williams said he does not yet have a solution to the budget decrease and rising insurance costs, and does not think any increase
in fees or taxes will pass through city council, though he isn’t considering that as a solution at this time.
“What we have to do is live within our means,” Williams said.
Megan Osborne can be contacted at osborne115@marshall.
edu.

STUDENTS SEND LOVE TO
SCHOLARSHIP DONORS
By REBECCA TURNBULL

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University students composed letters Wednesday in
the Memorial Student Center lobby during the third annual Love a
Donor Day to thank donors who have provided funds for scholarships and other university expenses.
Program director of scholarships and donor relations, Krystle
Davis said donors love to get feedback from students they help to
support.
“When they do hear from the students, it puts a face to the
money,” Davis said. “They see that there are students who are
grateful and are being successful.”
Davis said students also happen to enjoy coming out to the event
to write thank you letters to their donors.
“Every time that we’re here doing this, the students want to
say thank you,” Davis said. “They’re so thankful when they get the
money. Sometimes it’s the difference between them getting a parttime job or not getting a part-time job, or having to work while
they’re going to school, so they want to be able to somehow pay
that back.”
Senior nursing major Taylor Pitkin said because of donors, she
will be able to graduate debt-free in May.
Pitkin said one of the reasons she chose Marshall was to be
able to take advantage of study abroad opportunities for nursing,
which extra funds from donors made possible for her to do.
Pitkin said she wrote letters to her donors at Love a Donor Day
to thank them for the opportunities she has been able to receive
while at Marshall.
“It’s just really important to acknowledge that they’re the ones
who make our goals possible,” Pitkin said. “I was really grateful for
the money.”
Laura Scieszka, a third year medical student said scholarships
from donors have helped her tremendously with medical school
and board exam expenses.

Scieszka said students should share their successes with the
donors who provided them with funds to make those successes
possible.
“When people are willing to invest in your future and really give
a lot of money like that then students need to keep them aware of
how it’s helping out, in order for them to continue to be a reason
to keep donating,” Scieszka said.
Sophomore psychology major Bradley McCoy said donors have
helped him to go to college virtually debt-free.
McCoy also said students have an obligation to communicate
with their donors to increase the likelihood that certain scholarships and funds will be provided in the future.
“I think it’s rude not to thank them,” McCoy said. “If they’re not
appreciated, they’re less likely to contribute in the future.”
Davis said Love a Donor Day has continued to ensure donors
that their money is being put to good use, making them more apt
to give more or encourage others to give to Marshall.
Davis said such increased donations also support students who
have not actually received scholarships.
“Any student on campus benefits from donors’ gifts, whether it
be through the annual funds for their department, study abroad
opportunities on campus or going to competitions or conferences,” Davis said. “We’re out here to educate students who don’t
realize that, but also to provide an opportunity for the students
who do to say thank you.”
Davis said the long-term goal of the event is to inspire students
to become donors when they graduate and want to give back.
“A lot of them will go on to have successful careers and hopefully start scholarships of their own,” Davis said, “but right now it
kind of closes that circle for them to be able to say thank you.”
Love a Donor Day is an annual project provided by the Marshall
University Foundation.
Rebecca Turnbull can be contacted at turnbull4@marshall.
edu.

REBECCA TURNBULL | THE PARTHENON

Sophomore psychology major Bradley McCoy fills out thank you letters
for donors at Love a Donor Day Wendesday in the Memorial Student
Center.
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Taylor
Tomlinson
continues
“Women of
Comedy”
series
Thursday

By SON NGUYEN

THE PARTHENON
Female comedian Taylor
Tomlinson will perform on
Marshall University’s campus
Thursday as part of the Campus Activities Board’s “Women
of Comedy” series.
On her personal website,
Tomlinson said she started doing standup comedy when she
was 16 years old.
Tomlinson also describes
herself as having a “selfdeprecating
charm”
and
“conversational
wit”
that
helped her gain a good reputation as a stand-up comedian.
Tomlinson has previously
appeared on NBC’s reality
show, “Last Comic Standing”
as one of the finalists in season
nine. Tomlinson also co-hosted
“Laughs, ”a TV show about
standup comedy on Fox.
According to CAB advisor
and coordinator of student
activities Lee Tabor, Tomlinson’s show will conclude the
“Women of Comedy” series.

| MARSHALLPARTHENON.COM
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Tabor said the series has
been well received by students
so far and that CAB may look
into reviving the series next
year.
“Each of the comedians is
very different, but they still
kind of pulled in modern day
experiences,” Tabor said.
Junior international business major Trang Dinh said she
thinks it is nice Marshall hosted
a series that featured female
comedians.
“I would love to come to her
show,” Dinh said. “I watched a
video of her doing stand up a
while ago and I like her comedy
style a lot.”
Tomlinson will perform from
5 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the lower
level of the Memorial Student
Center, room BE5. Snacks and
water will be provided by CAB
staff members.
Marshall students can attend
the show free of charge with
their student IDs.
Son Nguyen can be contacted
at
nguyen136@
marshall.edu.

Students participate in CRU’s “The Price is Right” event

RYAN FISCHER | THE PARTHENON

The first contestants face off at the wheel for CRU’s Price is Right event at the Memorial Student Center
Wednesday. Four students are choosen guess the price of an item. If the student guesses close to the original
price, he or she moves to the next round. Students recieve a price if they spin a wheel and land on the number
one.

Government sues Ferguson after city tries to revise deal
By JIM SALTER and
ERIC TUCKER

ASSOCIATED PRESS
The federal government sued Ferguson on
Wednesday, one day after the City Council voted
to revise an agreement aimed at improving the
way police and courts treat poor people and minorities in the St. Louis suburb.
Attorney General Loretta Lynch said Ferguson’s decision to reject the deal left the Justice
Department no choice except to file a civil-rights
lawsuit.
“The residents of Ferguson have waited nearly
a year for the city to adopt an agreement that
would protect their rights and keep them safe.
... They have waited decades for justice. They
should not be forced to wait any longer,” Lynch
told a Washington news conference.
The Justice Department complaint accuses
Ferguson of routinely violating residents’ rights
and misusing law enforcement to generate revenue — a practice the government alleged was
“ongoing and pervasive.”
Ferguson leaders “had a real opportunity here
to step forward, and they’ve chosen to step backward,” Lynch said.
Ferguson spokesman Jeff Small declined to
comment. Messages left with Mayor James
Knowles III were not returned.
Ferguson has been under Justice Department
scrutiny since 18-year-old Michael Brown, who
was black and unarmed, was fatally shot by
white officer Darren Wilson 18 months ago. A
grand jury and the Justice Department declined
to prosecute Wilson, who resigned in November
2014.
But a scathing Justice Department report was
critical of police and a profit-driven municipal
court system. Following months of negotiations,
an agreement between the federal agency and
Ferguson was announced in January.
A recent financial analysis determined the
agreement would cost the struggling city nearly
$4 million in the first year alone. The council
voted 6-0 Tuesday to adopt the deal, but with
seven amendments.

AP PHOTO | CAROLYN KASTER

Attorney General Loretta Lynch, joined by Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General Vanita Gupta speaks
during a news conference at the Justice Department in Washington, Wednesday, Feb. 10, 2016, about
Ferguson, Missouri. The federal government sued Ferguson on Wednesday, one day after the city council
voted to revise an agreement aimed at improving the way police and courts treat poor people and minorities
in the St. Louis suburb.
Hours before the lawsuit was announced, Ferguson leaders said they were willing to sit down
with Justice Department negotiators to draw up
a new agreement.
That seemed unlikely from the outset. Within
hours of the Tuesday vote, Vanita Gupta, head of
the Justice Department’s Civil Rights Division,
said in a statement that the department would
take “the necessary legal actions” to ensure Ferguson’s police and court practices comply with
the Constitution and federal laws.
Knowles said the seven amendments were formulated after the analysis showed the deal was
so expensive it could lead to dissolution of Ferguson. The analysis suggested that the first-year

cost of the agreement would be $2.2 million to
$3.7 million, with second- and third-year costs
between $1.8 million and $3 million in each year.
Ferguson has an operating budget of $14.5
million and already faces a $2.8 million deficit.
Voters will be asked to approve two tax hikes in
April, but approval of both would still leave the
city short.
A big part of the cost was the requirement that
Ferguson raise police salaries to attract better
candidates, including more minority officers.
Removal of the pay-raise clause was among the
seven amendments.
Ferguson resident Bob Hudgins, 52, applauded
the lawsuit.

“I’m proud of my federal government today,”
said Hudgins, who says he plans to run for City
Council. “Ferguson does not have the option to
modify the agreement to the extent they have
sent back.”
Another new provision states that the agreement will not apply to any other governmental
entity that might take over duties currently provided by Ferguson. That means, for example, that
St. Louis County would not be beholden to the
agreement if it takes over policing in Ferguson.
St. Louis County police spokesman Brian
Schellman said if the county were ever asked
to take over policing in Ferguson, “we would
consider the implications of the consent decree
before entering into such an agreement.”
Knowles doesn’t believe neighboring municipal departments would agree to cover Ferguson
under the Justice Department’s requirements.
Defiance has often defined Ferguson since
Brown’s death.
Days after the shooting, then-Police Chief Tom
Jackson released surveillance video showing
Brown’s involvement in a theft at a small grocery
store shortly before his death, with the burly
teenager pushing the store owner. The video’s
release only heightened anger among protesters.
Knowles has vigorously defended Ferguson.
Even as protesters and civil rights leaders called
for reforms, the mayor noted that Ferguson was
already making changes to municipal courts
aimed at easing the burden on people accused of
minor violations. In fact, city revenue from court
fees and fines has declined by hundreds of thousands of dollars since the shooting.
It’s not uncommon for local governments
to seek changes to agreements even after negotiations, but the overwhelming majority of
investigations still end up in a settlement.
The Justice Department has initiated more
than 20 civil rights investigations into law enforcement agencies in the last six years, including
in Baltimore and Chicago. In the last 18 months,
the department has reached settlements with
police departments that included Cleveland and
Albuquerque.

Meal plan policy scheduled to change next fall
By BAILY TURNER

RYAN FISCHER | THE PARTHENON

Students using their meal plans to pay for their meals at the Memorial
Student Center cafeteria Wednesday.

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University
Housing and Residence Life office is undergoing changes in
meal plan policies for the fall
2016 semester.
Currently, students are offered an unlimited meal plan,
15 meals per week, or 10
meals per week with a choice
of flex dollars.
The new policy will change
the on-campus meal options
available to students.
“We’re going to keep the unlimited, go to some block plans
and do away with the 10 and
15 meals per week,” said Sybil
Lockard, assignments supervisor for Housing and Residence
Life.
The Housing and Residence

Life office is planning to offer
students meal plans with more
flex dollars instead of meal
plan swipes.
The change will no longer
permit students to use their
meal plans in the Memorial
Student Center or any on-campus facilities other than the
dining halls.
“When we go to the different meal plans, students won’t
actually have the option of using a meal swipe at the student
center,” Lockard said. “Instead,
they will have a larger amount
of flex dollars to choose from
with the block plans.”
Although the meal plans will
no longer be exchangeable at
the Memorial Student Center, some faculty believe the
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change will be financially beneficial to students.
“Flex is a lot more straight
forward and easier to keep up
with,” said Bob Dorado, Marshall campus ID manager. “In
some ways more flex is more
fair than the value that comes
with the meal plans.”
Some Marshall students
have a different perspective on
the changing meal plans.
“By making us pay for meals
and more flex, we have to give
more money that a lot of us
don’t have,” said Tory Lanman,
a junior business economics major. “I just know that if
we’re paying for meal plans,
we should be able to use them
as we please.”
The prices for the fall 2016

meal plans have not been configured yet but they are in the
making.
“The Board of Governors
have to vote on the new meal
plans at the same time they
vote on tuition for next year,
so we won’t have the new meal
plan prices until later this
year,” Dorado said.
Baily Turner can be contacted
at
turner206@
marshall.edu.
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New guard combination making an impact in
inaugural season with Marshall program
By CHRISTIAN HISMAN

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University
men’s basketball forward duo
of James Kelly and Ryan Taylor have captured the majority
of the headlines this season,
but,there are other significant
contributors on the team than
those two players.
The starting guard combination of Jon Elmore and Stevie
Browning has made an impact,
despite both players being in
their first season with the program. Elmore is a sophomore
transfer from the Virginia Military Institute, while Browning
joined the program after playing his first two seasons of
eligibility at Fairmont State
University.
Both players have been integrated into the Herd starting
lineup where their production
has heightened as the season
has progressed.
Elmore has taken on the responsibility of being the team’s
primary ball handler; a role he
thinks suits him well.
“I think my ability to make
plays and make the guys
around me better has helped
out the team a lot,” Elmore
said.
Elmore’s skillset has manifested in the box score as he
leads the team with 5.5 assists
per game on the season. In
fact, since the start of confer- Guard Stevie Browning drives past a defender against the University of Alabama at Birmingham Jan. 30.
ence play, Elmore ranks first in
the entire conference with an average of 6.5 APG.
Browning, meanwhile, has accepted whatever assignment the
However, Elmore has also showcased the scoring acumen he coaches ask of him, showcasing his versatility as a player and his
displayed so often during his high school career, where he aver- commitment to the team.
aged 31.4 points per game as a senior. He ranks third on the Herd
“I do whatever it takes to help the team,” Browning said.
in scoring at 14.4 PPG with his ability to knock down the long ball
Browning is fourth on the team in scoring, second in assists,
being the primary catalyst.
third in rebounding and tied for second in steals. Throughout the
Elmore is second on the team with 44 made 3-pointers for season, Browning has split his time in the starting lineup as the
the season, but just as the case with his passing, no player has team’s point and an off-ball guard.
outdone Elmore’s output in conference play, where he has hit a
With Elmore taking the reins of point guard, Browning has
conference-leading 39 treys.
transitioned to playing more without the ball, where his cutting
Elmore totaled a team-high 23 points in the Herd’s latest game, has resulted in several high-flying alley oops on backdoor cuts to
a 109-91 win against the University of Texas at San Antonio. He the basket.
stayed true to form, hitting seven 3s to account for 21 of his 23
Elmore and Browning, however, both have a better chance to
points.
provide for the team every night with Taylor and Kelly forcing

RYAN FISCHER|THE PARTHENON

opposing defenses to key on them for the entire game.
“They open up everything for us because the defense sucks into
them and it makes things open for other players,” Browning said.
Neither Elmore nor Browning envisioned such immediate success when they joined the program.
“First year players don’t usually have that big of an impact,”
Elmore said. “God has definitely blessed me,” Browning said. “It
is something I didn’t expect.”
Browning and Elmore will attempt to continue to make their
marks on the program 8 p.m. Saturday when the Herd (12-12,
8-3) travel to Bowling Green, Kentucky to take on Western Kentucky University.
Christian Hisman can be contacted at hisman@marshall.
edu.

Marshall hires new German tennis player finding success with
running backs coach Herd after following her father’s footsteps
THE PARTHENON
Marshall University’s football team added former
Youngstown State University’s Pepe Pearson to fill
the program’s void at running backs coach Wednesday, head coach Doc Holliday announced.
Pearson joins Marshall after one season with the
Youngstown State football program as its running
backs coach.
In 2015, Youngstown State had more than 2,000
yards rushing for the sixth consecutive season.
“We are thrilled with the addition of Pepe to
our program,” Holliday said. “He brings with him a
wealth of experience. He has played the game at the
highest level and will fit in well with the rest of our
staff.”
Before spending last year with Youngstown
State, Pearson spent 10 seasons at Ohio Dominican
University.
Pearson, who played running back for Ohio State
University from 1994-97, managed the special
teams units in addition to coaching the running
backs during his last four years at Ohio Dominican.
In 2014, Pearson helped the Panthers advance
to the third round of the NCAA Division II playoffs.
ODU finished the campaign with an 11-2 record.
The 11 wins represented the most for the team
since joining Division II in 2010 and the most by a
Panthers team since 2007.
At Ohio State, Pearson helped lead the Buckeyes
to four straight bowl appearances from 1994-97,
including a 1997 Rose Bowl victory. A four-year letter winner for OSU, Pearson gained 1,484 yards and
17 touchdowns on 299 carries his junior year and
was selected All-Big Ten and team Most Valuable
Player.
He finished his career as the Buckeyes’ fifth alltime leading rusher with 3,121 yards while playing
under former head coach John Cooper.
After completing his college career, Pearson
played for the Chicago Bears and Pittsburgh Steelers
in the NFL. He also played in NFL Europe, where he
won the 2000 World Bowl Championship with the
Rhein Fire, scoring the game-winning touchdown.

Marshall tennis player Derya Turhan positions herself for a shot in a match last season.
By DANIELLE WRIGHT

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University tennis player Derya
Turhan is a foreign asset to the program.
The two-time All-Conference USA player
traveled from her hometown of Bad Salzuflen,
Germany to the United States to exercise her
talent.
Turhan said a large inspiration for her interest in tennis stems from her father who was a
passionate tennis player, himself.
“I really loved to play soccer,” Turhan said.

“But my dad always told me ‘why won’t you try
something else.’ He really liked to play tennis.
So, I went to a tennis court when I was 10, and
I really enjoyed it.”
Turhan started off her collegiate career in
Miami, Florida at Barry University. Once transferring to Marshall, her presence has been
beneficial to the Herd.
Posting a record of 12-10 in singles her
freshman year, Turhan went on to place AllConference USA as a sophomore the following
year.
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“She is our number one player,” head
coach John Mercer
said. “She’s a hard
worker. She has improved every year
tremendously. It’s
just exciting to see
her have this success because I know
she works hard at
it.”
Turhan said she
has
adapted
to
American
culture
and embraces Marshall University. She
said she faces frustration, at times, due
to being far away
from home, but she
does not let it affect
her performance.
Turhan
said
she
really
likes
representing
the
university and the
team. She added that
PARTHENON FILE PHOTO
she thinks the campus is beautiful.
The junior, who is
ranked 99th in the nation in individuals, said
she has high expectations for the rest of the
season.
“I hope that we win this year as a team,”
Turhan said. “And I hope individually I’ll have
a ranking. This is my last season, so I hope this
is the best season for me.”
Turnhan and the Herd (3-2) will take on the
University of Louisville Cardinals 2:30 p.m.
Friday in Louisville, Kentucky.
Danielle Wright can be contacted at
Wright317@marshall.edu.
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.

BE HERD: GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please keep letters to the
editor at 300 words or fewer.
They must be saved in Microsoft Word and sent as
an attachment. Longer letters may be used as guest
columns at the editor’s discretion. Guest column status will
not be given at the author’s
request. All letters must be
signed and include an address or phone number for
confirmation. Letters may be
edited for grammar, libelous
statements, available space
or factual errors. Compelling

letters that are posted on The
Parthenon website, www.
marshallparthenon.com, can
be printed at the discretion of
the editors.
The opinions expressed
in the columns and letters
do not necessarily represent the views of The
Parthenon staff.
Please send news releases
to the editors at parthenon@marshall.edu. Please
keep in mind, letters are
printed based on timeliness,
newsworthiness and space.

WHERE WILL YOU BE
WHEN SOMETHING
HAPPENS ON CAMPUS?
PROBABLY ON TWITTER.

@MUParthenon
For the latest in campus news
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EDITORIAL

Beyonce faces backlash for eyeopening Super Bowl performance
The Super Bowl is a time
for Americans of all races,
religions and backgrounds to
come together, enjoy sports
and ignore real issues for a
moment. So what in the world
was Beyoncé thinking making a statement about racial
politics to the largest television audience of the year?
I think it’s time Beyoncé
calls right-winged fans back
into formation after the
last few days following her
largely talked about Super
Bowl halftime performance.
Queen Bey faced backlash
after her performance of her
new song “Formation,” which
is about, to put mildly, the
injustice of black people in
America both past and present with references to the
treatment of black victims
of Hurricane Katrina, police
brutality and other references of white racism.
Despite what naysayers
spit, Bey-sayers would agree
that Beyoncé knowledgably
used the most watched television-sporting event to open
the eyes of American people.
Former New York mayor
Rudy Giuliani ridiculed Beyoncé for using the game
as a platform to broadcast
her views and claimed the
entertainment should have
been more “wholesome.” So,

AP PHOTO | CHARLIE RIEDEL

Beyonce performs during halftime of Super Bowl 50 Sunday, in Santa Clara, California.
certainly we have to assume
he would rather see another
indecent Janet Jackson act instead of a rightful stand for
justice.
“You’re talking to middle
America when you have the
Super Bowl,” Giuliani said.
“Let’s have decent, wholesome entertainment and not
use it as a platform to attack
the people who put their lives
at risk to save us.”

As if Giuliani had not
properly thought out his
statements enough, he also
ignorantly forgot about many
oppressed American cities.
Maybe parts of middle America like Ferguson, Missouri
just happened to escape Giuliani’s mind.
It wouldn’t take a reference to the Black Panthers
from one of America’s top
performing artists to startle

a country if there weren’t a
huge problem being ignored.
Beyoncé is notably one
of the most famous people
in America and her performance was a well-deserved
wake up call to every American, not an unwholesome act.
If not that then at least an
entertaining halftime show
because we have almost certainly forgot about the other
performers.

STATE EDITORIAL

Charleston Daily Mail on West
Virginia’s tourism industry
Despite the often gloomy
descriptions of West Virginia's economy, one sector
continues to thrive.
The state's premier whitewater
rafting,
historic
locations, quirky restaurants and growing craft beer
industry are drawing in
more people — particularly
young adults.
As
the
Gazette-Mail's
Rick Steelhammer reported
Tuesday, the West Virginia
Division of Tourism is turning its focus to millennials
— young adults born between 1980 and 2000. The
agency now spends more
than half of its budget on
digital
media
targeting
young adults, including the
GoToWV app that connects
visitors with special events
and
travel
suggestions
across the Mountain State.
That appears to be money
well spent.
"Most of what we're spending right now is digital," said
Tourism Commissioner Amy
Shuler Goodwin. "People
still want to have that map,
but what they want now
more than ever is the app."
Although West Virginia's
population is aging, nationally millennials outnumber
baby boomers. With various social media platforms,
young adults are seemingly always connected. The
GoToWV app feeds right
into that and allows visitors
young and old to connect to
West Virginia and discover
all the state has to offer.
Craft
beer
makers,

wineries, distilleries and the
culinary arts are becoming
big players in the tourism industry by connecting people
who come here for outdoor
activities with places to enjoy with family and friends
between those activities,"
Goodwin said.
And since legislation that
reduced licensing and fees
for brewpubs and permitted the off-premises sale of
32- and 64-ounce growler
containers passed last year,
"we're on the way to seeing
the number of craft breweries on the way to doubling."
By targeting young adults,
tourism officials ensure
the state draws visitors to
our mountains for years to
come.
Tourism officials have
begun marketing the state
in layers, meaning they
showcase multiple activities out-of-state visitors can
enjoy. Think attending the
annual Taste of Parkersburg
festival followed by a tour
of the historic Blennerhassett mansion, then a day trip
to nearby North Bend State
Park where visitors can ride
bikes down the North Bend
Rail Trail.
"That's our charge is to
show people it's not just a
one hit wonder, there's lots
of things to do in West Virginia," Goodwin said.
How true. And we hope all
visitors, young and old, feel
welcome and enjoy their
stay in West Virginia, and
consider coming back to
live.
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Events like Bridge Day keep toursim alive in West Virginia.
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LEFT: Traci Ferguson, Marshall University campus minister, traces ashes
onto the foreheads of students for Ash Wednesday at the Catholic
Newman Center.

Marshall community observes Ash Wednesday
By NANCY PEYTON
THE PARTHENON
Ash Wednesday marks the
beginning of the season of
Lent.
Campus ministers Ellen
Dawson, of UKirk, and Benjamin Wells, of UMS, held Ashes
to Go at the fountain outside
of the Memorial Student Center Wednesday morning.
Ashes to Go is a national
campaign to bring the holy
practice of the distribution
of ashes at the beginning of
Lent to the streets. The idea
is to keep the need, humility

and healing of the Lord from
being confined into a church
building.
Dawson said she and Wells
decided to participate in
Ashes to Go so students rushing to class would still have
access to this practice.
“We wanted to make Ash
Wednesday accessible for
people that might not be able
to make it to their church or
their mass to receive ashes,”
Dawson said.
Wells said the distribution
of the ashes is a “very old practice in the Christian church” to

start the Lent season.
The ashes applied on the
forehead are a symbol of penance, mourning and mortality.
Dawson said these things are
critical for a Christian to remember not only in the days
leading up to Easter but all
year long.
“When we place the ashes
on your forehead we say the
traditional words, ‘Remember that you are dust, and to
dust you shall return,’” Dawson said. “It’s just a beautiful
expression of what we believe as Christians, that we

were formed out of the dust
and that, even when we return to the dust, we are souls
redeemed.”
The distribution of ashes
was also held at the Newman
Catholic Center Wednesday
afternoon.
This
service
included
prayer for strength and guidance for students sacrificing
something for Lent, as well as
the application of ashes to the
forehead.
Senior biology major Giannna Covelli said growing
up Catholic has instilled the

importance of observing Ash
Wednesday into her life because she feels it’s important
to follow Jesus’s example.
“I’ve always grown up
Catholic, so it’s kind of been
instilled in me and I think it’s
important because Jesus spent
the 40 days in the dessert, so
we’re kind of emulating him,”
Covelli said.
Senior communication disorders major Kelsey Higgins
said she feels Ash Wednesday
and Lent are important for
taking a step back to see what
is right for your life rather

than doing “worldly” things.
This year, Higgins intends to
give up checking her phone every morning after she wakes.
“I think Ash Wednesday
really helps you get in the
mindset for the rest of Lent,”
Higgins said. “It’s just really
good to spend 40 days trying
to bring yourself back from
everything else that the world
tells you is right, and to figure
out what’s actually right for
you.”
Nancy Peyton can be
contacted at peyton22@
marshall.edu.

Judge deliberates on new trial for "Serial" defendant
JULIET LINDERMAN

ASSOCIATED PRESS
A retired Baltimore judge
who will determine whether
a man convicted of a killing at
the center of popular podcast
"Serial" deserves a new trial
said the five-day post-conviction hearing that concluded
Tuesday
garnered
more
attention than any other proceeding he'd seen in the state.
That judge, Martin Welch,
will decide whether Adnan
Syed, who was convicted of
killing his high school girlfriend Hae Min Lee in 2000 and
sentenced to life in prison, will
be retried. Syed's case became
the focus of the first season
of "Serial," a podcast that was
streamed and downloaded
millions of times and garnered
a cult following that inspired
armchair detectives all over
the world to delve into the details of the case, unearthing
new theories and evidence.
Defense attorney Justin
Brown argued Tuesday that
evidence brought to light by
"Serial" and presented in court
shows that Adnan Syed had an
unfair trial. Brown cited numerous issues raised by the
podcast, such as a key alibi
witness who was never called
and some cellphone data misrepresented as reliably linking
his client to the crime scene.
"We proved our case. We did
exactly what we said we would.
I believe we met our burden
and that Mr. Syed deserves a
new trial," Brown said.
Brown said in a news conference after closing arguments
Tuesday that the Syed postconviction hearing "might have
been the first-ever open-source
case where all the materials
of the case were out there, so
people were investigating this

case all over the country."
"I had thousands of investigators working for me, and
that produced information
we otherwise would not have
had, and that helped us get to
where we are right now," he
said.
Deputy Attorney General
Thiru Vignarajah countered
that the evidence remains
"overwhelming" that Syed
was properly convicted and
sentenced to life in prison
for killing Lee and burying
her body in a wooded park
on the northwestern edge of
Baltimore.
"This is not a popular position, but the state's role is to do
justice," the prosecutor said.
He acknowledged the interest generated by "Serial,"
a public radio podcast that
extensively re-examined the
long-closed case, but told the
judge Syed had a "passionate,
vigorous defense" at trial and
was convicted not because of
ineffective counsel or faulty
evidence, but because "he did
it."
Brown said cell tower data
linking Syed to Lee's burial site
was misleading because prosecutors presented it without a
cover sheet warning that the
information about incoming
calls was unreliable.
Moreover,
Brown
said
Syed's trial lawyer, Christina
Gutierrez, was ineffective because she didn't contact Asia
McClain, now Asia Chapman,
who said Syed was with her
at a public library during the
time Lee was killed. She took
the stand this time, vouched
for Syed, and accused a prosecutor of twisting her words
years ago to keep her away.
"A mistake was made not to
talk to an alibi witness who

could have turned this trial
around," Brown later told the
judge, calling her "earnest,"
''compelling" and "extremely
credible."
"If Mr. Syed was with Ms. McClain at the library on Jan. 12,
1999, he didn't kill Hae Min
Lee. He couldn't have," Brown
concluded.
Appearing Wednesday morning on ABC's "Good Morning
America" program, Chapman
said she "just happened to be
at a specific place at a specific
time."
She also said she understands the decision is in the
judge's hands.
"I hope that enough information was presented to the
judge for him to be able to
make a rational decision," she
said.
The prosecutor at the hearing argued that a pair of letters
Chapman sent to Syed shortly
after his arrest contained information that must have been
funneled to her in a failed effort to construct Syed's alibi.
He said records show Gutierrez had in fact investigated
her, and determined that "Asia
McClain wasn't a weapon for
the defense; she was a potential weakness." Vignarajah
also presented to the judge a
document showing that Syed's
defense attorneys interviewed
a security officer at the Woodlawn library three days after
Syed's arrest, proving that his
defense team was pursuing
the possible library alibi.
"I think Asia McClain was
a very charming witness. But
what Asia McClain presented
in 1999 were two letters that
were at best confusing and
at worst, doctored. And a defense attorney like Cristina
Gutierrez would have seen
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Adnan Syed enters Courthouse East in Baltimore prior to a hearing on Feb. 3 in Baltimore.

Paris music hall where 89 were killed to reopen this year
A policeman walks as people
pay respects to victims of the
Paris attacks Nov. 25, 2015 in
front of the Bataclan concert
hall, in Paris.

The owners of the Paris concert hall where 89 people were
massacred by Islamic extremists say they are aiming to host
music shows again before the
end of the year.
The Bataclan is an historic
venue whose distinctive 19thcentury
Chinoiserie-style
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building has been shuttered
since the Nov. 13 attacks across
Paris that left 130 people dead
and 350 others wounded.
In a statement on Wednesday, the club owners said "we'll
do our best to host events before the end of 2016."
The Bataclan, in Paris' 11th

district near the Place de la
Republique, was one of the
capital's top venues for live
music before the attacks. In the
months since, dignitaries and
international music stars including U2 and Madonna have
laid flowers there to honor the
attack victims.

